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A diamond 
in the rough

A leading independent diamond mining 
group, Petra Diamonds is fast becoming an 
increasingly important player in the rough 
diamond market thanks to the leveraging 

of its impressive asset portfolio
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F
irst listed on the AIM in 1997, 
with a market capitalisation of £10 
million, Petra Diamonds has since 
grown into a leading independent 
diamond mining group and an 

important supplier of rough diamonds to the 
international market.

A year after its listing Petra made significant 
new kimberlite discoveries in Angola, before 
later identifying a sizeable kimberlite field in 
the country at Alto Cuilo. As a result of its 
rapid success the company entered into a joint 
venture in 2004 with BHP Billiton to continue 
the exploration of its Angolan projects.

In the years that followed Petra would 
go on to merge with ASX-quoted Crown 
Diamonds, operators of three producing 
diamond mines, and would acquire assets 
including the Koffiefontein mine and the 
Kimberley Underground mine in South 
Africa, as well as the Williamson mine in 
Tanzania. In 2013, the company’s production 
has increased to 2.7 million carats.

In acquiring a total of five of the world’s 
most important diamond mines Petra has 
compiled for itself a major diamond resource 
of more than 300 million carats. With this 
base behind it the company has set out a 
transparent growth plan that is expected to 
see production rising from its current levels 
to approximately five million carats by the 
end of the 2019 financial year.

Everything that the company has achieved 
to date has been with the aim of becoming a 
diamond mining group of global significance. 
Through its strong and responsible leadership, 
Petra is investing in the expansion and 
optimisation of its world-class assets in 

The Kimberley 
underground mines 

in South Africa
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order to deliver significantly 
increased production in the 
years to come. Underpinning 
Petra’s strategy is a focus 
on safety and sustainability, 
thereby driving value  
for all stakeholders.

Petra operates an 
integrated and transparent 
business, with commitment 
to its values being present 
at every step of the production cycle. At 
the forefront of said cycle is the company’s 
exploration programme, which is presently 
focused in Botswana, where modern 
exploration techniques offer the potential 
to make new discoveries in previously 
explored areas. Meanwhile, from a mining 
and development perspective Petra operates 
both underground and open-pit operations in 
South Africa and Tanzania, with expansion 
plans in plans for each of its core assets. 

Following the processing phase, where ore 
material is disaggregated to extract the rough 
diamonds, the cycle moves into the sorting 
process where, once cleaned and acidized, 
the rough diamonds are sorted by in-house 
experts who assign them to parcels according 
to their shape, size, clarity and colour. Last but 
not least, Petra’s internal marketing team sells 
the rough diamond parcels by competitive 
tender in the key markets of Johannesburg 
and Antwerp, Belgium. 

Over the years the company has invested 
significant capital in order to extend the lives 
of its mines. Such an approach has helped 
reaffirm the fact that it is a business very 
much focused on value as opposed to volume Cullinan mine in South Africa
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Frontier Mining Projects is a South 
African based engineering, mining and 
project delivery company with extensive 
knowledge and experience in remote 
regions in Africa.

• Contract Mining & Processing
• Metallurgical and Process Development
• Engineering design & manufacturing
•  Project Delivery/Construction/Commissioning
• Procurement & Logistics Management
• EPCM

Contact: +27 21 852 2865  |  Fax: +27 86 775 8294
Email: info@frontiermining.co.za  |  www.lveng.co.za

PRECIOUS RESOURCE 
DISCOVERED

Click here to visit our dedicated 
homepage for the mining community

www.bus-ex.com/mining

Trusted by Customers in Over 4,000 
Sites in More Than 130 Countries
We have worked hard to earn our position as 
the largest global supplier of mining software 
solutions by making the lives of customers 
like you easier, while helping solve some 
of the industry’s toughest challenges. Our 
software and services for geology, engineering, 
and operations span the mining value chain, 
enabling the most important asset you have to 
be optimised – your ore reserve.

Formerly Gemcom Software, and now part 
of Dassault Systemes, the 3DEXPERIENCE 
Company, we will continue to lead the way in 
delivering tomorrow’s innovations to model 
and simulate our planet under our new name, 
GEOVIA. With our global reach and local 
presence, you will find us in every major mining 
centre around the world. 

Contact us today to find out how our  
offerings can add value to your operations:

GEOVIA.Africa.Sales@3ds.com 
+27 (0)11 805 0277  |  3DS.COM/GEOVIA

GeoloGy, enGineerinG and operations

The mining solutions you expect.  
From the people you trust.

S u r p a c  |  G E M S  |  M i n e x  |  W h i t t l e  |  M i n e S c h e d  |  P C B C  |  H u b  |  I n S i t e  |  S e r v i c e s

geovia
GEOVIA’s (formerly Gemcom) longstanding partnership 
with Finsch Mine spans more than a decade. “From open 
pit to underground long hole open stoping and block 
caving, Finsch’s use of GEMS and PCBC in addition to 
GEOVIA’s software customisation and services have 
been key to the success of Finsch’s extensive and varied 
mining operations”, Johan Langenhoven, Survey Analyst, 
Petra Diamonds.
www.3ds.com/geovia



“Petra has tried to foster a culture 
in which innovation and creativity in the 
workplace is encouraged and rewarded”

production, with Petra going to great efforts 
to meticulously plan its mining and processing 
operations to capture a mine’s optimal rough 
diamond profile.

Petra is committed to the responsible 
development of its assets and as such 
corporate social responsibility is integral 
to the way that the company structures 
and operates its mining, development and 
exploration projects.

In its own words, Petra strives to make 

ensure that these same men and women 
are empowered and accountable for 
their own actions, something it believes 
encourages them to work to the very best 
of their abilities at all times. Furthermore, 
Petra has tried to foster a culture in which 
innovation and creativity in the workplace 
is encouraged and rewarded. The 
company believes that no-one knows its 
operations better than its own employees 
and accordingly it looks to leverage its 
internal skills-base wherever possible.

When it comes to its end product, Petra 
believes in the responsible mining and sale of 
its diamonds, and will only operate in countries 
which are members of the Kimberley Process. 
As a legitimate diamond miner operating in 
South Africa, Tanzania and Botswana, 100 

a lasting contribution to the “triple bottom 
line” of people, profit and planet. This 
involves enhancing the local environment to 
the benefit of employees and communities, 
and is achieved through various initiatives 
that aim to stimulate local socio-economic 
development, as well as by upholding high 
standards of environmental stewardship.

As well as endeavouring to create a 
zero harm environment for its employees 
to work in, the company also works to 

percent of Petra’s production is fully traceable 
and conflict-free.

As is the case with any forward thinking 
business, Petra is always looking to generate 
efficiencies across its operations and has 
applied a “back-to-basics” approach designed 
to review and assess areas for improvement at 
all times. Key focus areas at present include 
power and water usage, security and the 
effective use of labour. All of this is conducted 
in the knowledge that using past experience 
to improve future performance is integral to 
the company’s long-term success.  
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For more information about
Petra Diamonds visit:
www.petradiamonds.com

Rockbreaker breaking ore on top of a grizzly underground at Cullinan

The Koffiefontein mine in South Africa
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